


National Indian Carbon Coalition (NICC)

Formed by the Indian Land Tenure Foundation (ILTF) and the Intertribal 

Agriculture Council (IAC), the National Indian Carbon Coalition (NICC)

is an Indian-led non-profit program that helps tribal nations and tribal 

member landowners take advantage of carbon credit markets and enter 

environmental commodities markets through the development of 

carbon sequestration or offset projects. 

NICC views these projects as economic development 

opportunities that preserve tribal nation and 

tribal member land ownership while returning 

profits to tribal economies and communities.

https://iltf.org/
http://www.indianaglink.com/
https://www.indiancarbon.org/


NICCôs Mission 

To preserve tribal land 

ownership and reduce the 

effects of climate change 

by conserving the natural 

resources of tribal lands in 

order to minimize human-

caused greenhouse gas 

emissions.



Benefits To Indian Country
Because tribal nations control large amounts of land used for

farming, ranching or forestry, many are uniquely positioned to

benefit from participating in the carbon and other environmental

commodities markets. The benefits to Indian Country include:

o Additional revenue-

generation opportunities 

from land;

o Preservation of tribal land 

ownership;

o Promotion of land 

stewardship;

o Greenhouse gas emissions 

reductions; and

o Promotion of soil health, 

ecological diversity, and 

water and air quality



Scope of Work

NICC works with tribal nations, tribal communities, 

and tribal members to help navigate the complexities 

of the carbon market and choose credible partners 

to develop carbon 

sequestration and 

renewable energy 

projects on tribal 

lands. 



Primary Activities

o Provide unbiased, independent information and data to

tribes;

o Use web mapping and satellite imagery to help determine

what type of projects are possible on the land and how much

economic value the projects have;

o Offer education and guidance on carbon sequestration,

management of carbon projects and project feasibility; and

o Aggregation of carbon projects, which links geographically

dispersed activities that reduce emissions in similar ways to

streamline the process of qualifying and quantifying

emissions offsets.



NICCôs Partners

GIS web-mapping services and preliminary carbon
project assessments:

o Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

o Bay Mills Indian Community

o Sault St. Marie Tribe

o Red Cliff Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa

o Eastern Band of Cherokee

o Jamestown SôKlallam Tribe



NICCôs Partners

Carbon assessment feasibility studies to determine the

viability of carbon projects on tribal lands:

o Fond du Lac Band of Lake

Superior Chippewa

o Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

o Keweenaw Bay Indian

Community

o Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

o Koda Energy



Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa ï9,156-acre forest carbon 

sequestration project

ÅFond du Lac has entered 

into a MOU with NICC for the 

development of a carbon project.

ÅAfter review of the carbon feasibility

analysis by tribal staff it was 

determined that 9,156 acres would 

be included in the carbon 

sequestration project as this land is 

already in an NRCS program.


