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              Protecting our land, air and water WINTER 2008

Big Solutions Ahead for 2009 

Washington Environmental Council   

Get the inside 
story on 
WEC’s 40th 
Anniversary 
Celebration — 
see page 8

By Kerry McHugh, Communications Associate

This year’s Environmental Priorities tackle 
some of the biggest issues of our day head 
on: climate change, energy efficiency, how 

we develop our communities, and clean water. 

These are not simple issues, but by taking a proac-
tive approach to solutions, we can put Washing-
ton in front of the nation. The Environmental Pri-
orities Coalition has taken on tough issues before 
and knows what it takes to succeed in Olympia. 

Each year the Environmental Priorities Coali-
tion, made up of over twenty of the state’s leading 
environmental groups, selects four legislative pri-
orities. By making tough decisions ahead of time 
about where to focus our community resources, 
we’re better able to advance our goals in the state 
capitol. 

WEC is taking a lead role on two of the Priorities, 
Invest in Clean Water and, with Climate Solutions, 
Cap and Invest. We are working with partners 
to build coalitions, educate legislators, and get 
people involved and excited about all four  
Priorities. 

Below is a brief preview of each of the four  
Priority bills. 

Cap and Invest
By implementing real limits on global warming 
pollution, we will create new jobs and stimulate 
the growth of a clean energy economy here in 
Washington State. This effort starts by putting a 
cap on greenhouse gas emissions, and then having 
polluters pay when they pollute. This new revenue 
will be invested to reduce fossil fuel dependence 
and spur new clean-tech innovation, while assisting 
moderate- and low-income people with volatile 
energy prices. Through state action now, we will 
reduce global warming pollution in a manner 
that benefits Washington’s economy, helps us shape 
regional and national programs, and situates us at 
the cutting edge of the new clean energy economy. 

Efficiency First
Promoting energy efficient homes, businesses and 
public institutions will save money, enhance energy 
security, and significantly reduce global-warming 
pollution. Energy efficiency is the cheapest and most 
immediate way to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions 
and will create thousands of good, family-wage jobs 
in Washington. This bill will put “efficiency first” by 
promoting super-efficient, low-energy-use buildings, 
providing incentives to maximize energy efficiency, 
requiring energy use information on buildings 

2009 Priorities  •  continued on page 6 
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2008 has been a momentous year for our country, our state, and 
here at WEC. Our country and our state chose — decisively — to 
head in a progressive direction. WEC is well positioned to lead 

the way toward bold and necessary action on critical environmental 
issues in 2009.

The most important environmental issue in 2009 will be climate 
change. WEC worked early in 2008 to pass the Climate Action and 
Green Jobs law. Throughout the summer and the election season, we 
engaged in a campaign to inform and engage voters on this important 
issue. We made some great progress connecting the dots for voters and 
legislators. We are now ready to make the final push to enact a climate 
change program in our state: three of the four Environmental Priori-
ties for 2009 relate to climate change. These Priorities have been coordinated with other states 
throughout the Western US, so that they will form the foundation of President Obama’s climate 
change program at the federal level.

The Priorities we’ve chosen for 2009 reflect both the seriousness of the challenges which face us 
and the optimism we feel about our abilities to advance change. If successful, they could change 
the way our state goes about reducing climate pollution, promoting energy efficiency, plan-
ning for our communities, and investing in clean water. To advance these solutions, we’ll need 
to work harder than ever to build coalitions, educate legislators, and let the public know what’s 
happening in Olympia.

WEC held our 40th Anniversary Celebration this November and exceeded our fundraising goal, 
raising over $150,000 net — thank you to our supporters! This event illustrated what WEC does 
best — bring people together and make things happen. I had the honor of introducing former 
Governor Dan Evans, who presented the Founder’s Award to past WEC President Joan Thomas. 
Listening to the two of them talk about the real advances in environmental protection they 
helped bring about over forty years, I felt a strong sense of continuity and of hope.

Our work in 2009 will build on the belief that WEC was founded upon: people who care about 
Washington’s environment can work together to make our voices heard. I look forward to work-
ing with all of you in 2009.

Rod Brown, President
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Rod Brown, President

By Mo McBroom, Policy Director 

With the holiday shopping season upon 
us, E-Cycle Washington is gearing up to 
give consumers an easy and, for the first 

time, free way to dispose of their old computers and 
televisions after unwrapping their new high tech 
gifts. The program will launch on January 1, just as 
electronics retailers are wrapping up their busiest 
time of year. 

In 2006, WEC teamed up with Washington Citizens 
for Resource Conservation, Hewlett-Packard, Wash-
ington Retail Association, and other non-profits 
to pass this bill as one of the four Environmental 
Priorities. The system we put in place will provide a 
convenient, safe and more environmentally-sound 
recycling option for unwanted computers and televi-
sions, paid for entirely by the electronics manufac-
turers. 

At the time we won this victory, Washington was 
one of the first states in the nation to pass a law 
putting the responsibility on the producer, not the 
taxpayers, for recycling of electronics. This means 
the companies that produce electronics will also pay 
for and manage their recycling. It is hoped that this 
will, in turn, provide additional incentives for manu-
facturers to reduce the use of toxic materials, since 
they will have to pay for their disposal. Since passage 
of Washington’s landmark law, over a dozen other 
states have passed laws requiring manufacturers to 
pay to recycle obsolete electronics.

According to the EPA’s 2007 figures, nearly 82 
percent of the 2.25 million tons of e-waste generated 
in this country ends up in landfills or incinerators, 
where dangerous toxins can leach into groundwater 
or get released into the air. The portion collected for 
recycling is largely exported to developing countries, 
which often lack adequate protections for workers or 
the environment 

In Washington, millions of pounds of unwanted 
electronic products currently end up in our landfills 
each year. E-Cycle Washington will change that by 
providing a comprehensive and convenient network 
of free collection sites. For the new program, the 
manufacturers have voluntarily committed to using 
recyclers who meet preferred standards developed 
by the Department of Ecology. This is a big step 
forward in increasing environmental and health 
protections.

 

For up-to-date information about E-Cycle 
Washington, including collection site 

information, consumers can visit  
www.ecyclewashington.org. Groups with 

over 10 units to recycle should call  
1.866.779.6632 for instructions.  

The program begins on January 1, 2009.

Free E-Waste Recycling Starts January 1st

We expect to collect and process over 20 million 
pounds of electronic waste in the first year of opera-
tions,” said John Friedrick, Executive Director of the 
Washington Materials Management & Financing 
Authority. “E-cycling will be available at over 200 
individual collection sites, in every county in the 
state and in every city or town with a population 
greater than 10,000—making electronics recycling 
easier and more convenient than ever.” 

Starting in January, you’ll be able to recycle old electronics for free.

The system we put 
in place will pro-
vide a convenient, 
safe and more 
environmentally-
sound recycling 
option for un-
wanted computers 
and televisions, 
paid for entirely 
by the electronics 
manufacturers.
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Hedlin Farms, located in the Skagit Valley, was selected as this year’s 
winner of Farming and the Environment’s annual Vim Wright Stewardship Award. This 
annual award recognizes Washington producers who provide exemplary stewardship of 
soil, water, air, and the wildlife habitat. The award honors the late Vim Wright, who dedi-
cated her life to protecting Washington’s environment and keeping family farms in busi-
ness. The VIM Fund at WEC is a proud supporter of these awards.

By Mo McBroom, Policy Director

Vibrant farming communities and working 
lands are an integral part of our state’s heri-
tage, and provide habitat, spectacular vistas, 

and our best defense against rampant suburban 
sprawl. Unfortunately, all too often we hear about 
conflicts between environmentalists and farmers. 
WEC is working to change that. We believe we can 
and must keep our farmers farming and protect the 
environment at the same time. That is why WEC is 
teaming up with farming interests and focusing on 
issues that will protect and preserve Washington’s 
farmlands by promoting a legacy of sustainable agri-
cultural practices and strong local food markets. 

This last winter, WEC led the effort to enact the 
Local Farms – Healthy Kids bill, which seeks to 
grow the market for locally produced food through 
our schools, farmers markets and foodbanks. With 
the passage of the Local Farms – Healthy Kids Act, 
Washington now has the most comprehensive local 
foods program in the nation – yet there is still sig-
nificant work to be done. WEC is now working with 
our partners to ensure that the law is implemented, 

despite the challenges posed by the recent economic 
downturn. We know that promoting local food is a 
great way to keep dollars in the state and stimulate 
rural economies.

This fall, we made major steps forward in translat-
ing this legislative victory into real on-the-ground 
progress: the Department of Agriculture appointed 
its Farm-to-School coordinator, who will be tasked 
with making critical links between schools and 
farmers. Three food banks systems signed contracts 
with community farms so that they can provide 
fresh, locally-grown produce to their clients. Finally, 
25 lower-income elementary schools were provided 
grants to enable locally grown fresh fruit and vegeta-
ble snacks to be regularly provided in the classroom. 

Now, WEC is creating a Farm-to-School toolkit, to 
help parents become advocates for bringing farm-
fresh food into their schools. Stay tuned! If you’re 
interested in getting a copy of the toolkit when it’s 
published, email Kerri Cechovic at kerri@wecpro-
tects.org. 

Working for the future of 
Washington farms

2008 Vim Wright Stewardship Award
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By Mo McBroom, Policy Director

Rivers and streams supply the water that is 
so important to the health of our families, 
communities, and economies. Rivers like the 

Dungeness, Skagit, Stillaguamish, Wenatchee, Walla 
Walla, Spokane and Columbia are some of the true 
crown jewels of our natural heritage and are home to 
fish and wildlife, including salmon and steelhead. 

Water is a limited and publicly-owned resource 
which is asked to meet many demands – for drink-
ing water, for municipalities and industries, and for 
agriculture. Unfortunately, with population growth 
and climate change, more and more rivers are 
over-tapped. In our rush to build and expand, we 
forgot that rivers need water; that our water supply 
is limited. 

This scarcity is creating uncertainty, threatening live-
lihoods and some communities. If we don’t improve 
the way we manage this precious resource, we will 
face serious consequences. And if climate change 
continues unchecked, the strain on the water supply 
will grow exponentially. Unfortunately, efforts to 
improve water management in Washington have of-
ten foundered because of perceived incompatibility 
between the interests of the environment and those 
of water users.  

It’s time for a new coming together, a collaborative 
approach that recognizes we can balance compet-
ing needs, we can protect streams while providing 
certainty and security for farmers and other water 
users . That is why WEC has teamed up with Ameri-
can Rivers and the Washington Rivers Conservancy 
to promote a proactive and collaborative effort to 

Clean water: we can’t live without it 

improve water management. Together, we are reach-
ing out to farmers, irrigators and others to build a 
meaningful dialogue across the state, and identify 
solutions that will work for people, farms and fish. 

As we move into the 2009 legislative session, WEC 
will support polices that:
•	 Increase basic understanding of water availabili-

ty: We withdraw billions of gallons of water every 
day from rivers, streams and aquifers across the 
state, yet we are missing essential information 
about exactly how much water is used and when.  

•	 Establish basic environmental protections: 
Roughly two-thirds of the rivers and streams 
in the state have never been evaluated to deter-
mine the minimum amount of water needed to 
keep them healthy and functioning. Without 
this information, it is difficult to manage water 
withdrawals and difficult to establish goals for 
restoration efforts. 

•	 Promote accountability: Wasteful and illegal 
water use harms both the environment and other 
water users. Due to political pitfalls and a lack of 
funding, there is little-to-no enforcement against 
water users who waste water or exceed their 
permit conditions. 

Washington’s water crisis is real and long-standing, 
but if environmentalists and water users can come 
together, commonsense solutions are within reach. 
WEC and our partners are committed to bridging 
the divide and creating a sustainable water future 
for all Washingtonians that includes healthy rivers 
and streams, secure water rights, and sustainable 
communities.

Washington’s 
water crisis is real 
and long-standing, 
but if environmen-
talists and water 
users can come  
together, common-
sense solutions are 
within reach.

 

Photo by Allison Schulte
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2008 Priorities • continued from page 1 

offered for sale or lease; and making our public 
buildings models of energy efficiency. This policy 
will also help to ensure that low-income consumers 
can cope with rising energy costs. 

Transit-Oriented Communities

Washingtonians want to live in affordable, walkable 
and transit-oriented communities. With popula-
tion growth, we are facing increased traffic conges-
tion, diminished quality of life, and ever-increasing 
greenhouse gas emissions. Transit-Oriented Com-
munities would revise the state’s transportation 
and land-use planning framework to assist local 
jurisdictions to plan for growth in a sustainable and 
climate-friendly way. The bill will provide incentives 
for cities and developers to create affordable, livable, 
transit-oriented development, increasing transporta-
tion choices.  

Invest in Clean Water

From Puget Sound to the Spokane River, clean 
water is Washington’s lifeblood and our commu-
nities can’t thrive without it. This package of tar-
geted polluter-pays fees will protect the taxpaying 
public and ensure that polluters take responsibil-
ity for the impacts of their actions. The effort will 
raise new revenue to fund critical projects to save 
Puget Sound and restore Washington’s rivers and 
lakes. By investing in stormwater infrastructure, 
toxics prevention and other programs, we create 

In 2008 the Legislature passed the Climate Action 
and Green Jobs law to protect our environment 
and grow the state’s clean energy economy. This 

was an environmental community Priority and we 
pushed hard for its passage. The law was an impor-
tant step forward and established the first statewide 
green jobs training program in the country.  This 

year, we are asking legislators to invest in the state’s 
clean energy future by funding the green jobs train-
ing program at $10 million.

This funding would:
•	 Provide financial aid and support for students to 

be trained in green careers;
•	 Allow community colleges, apprenticeship and 

pre-apprenticeship programs to develop curricu-
lum for clean energy training programs;

•	 Create dialogues with industries in growing 
clean energy sectors so we can be sure the state 
is providing smart training that will help us grow 
our clean energy future.

Investing in the state’s green jobs training program 
will provide much needed economic stimulus for 
the state and will help to ensure that Washington’s 
future is one with more widely-shared prosperity 
than the fossil fuel economy of the past. Green jobs 
are essential to building a clean energy economy in 
Washington. We need trained workers to power our 
economy forward. 

Green Jobs in the Legislature

The groups that make up the 2009 Environmental 
Priorities Coalition are:
American Rivers

Audubon Washington

Climate Solutions

Conservation NW

Earth Ministry

Environment Washington

Fuse

Futurewise

Heart of America Northwest

League of Women Voters of 
Washington

Lutheran Public Policy Office

National Wildlife Federation

NW Energy Coalition

ONE/Northwest

People for Puget Sound

Sierra Club Cascade Chapter

Surfrider Foundation

The Nature Conservancy of 
Washington

Transportation Choices 
Coalition

Washington Citizens for 
Resource Conservation

Washington Conservation 
Voters

Washington Environmental 
Council

Washington Toxics Coalition

Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Coalition

new jobs, relieve financial pressure on local gov-
ernment, and promote new economic stimulus.  

If you’re interested in more in-depth information 
on any of these proposals, please visit www.envi-
ronmentalpriorities.org. If you’d like to get involved 
in making them reality, please join us for Legisla-
tive Workshop on January 10th and Lobby Day on 
February 19th (more information on the back cover 
of this newsletter).

Community members 
gather for a Green Jobs 
Day of Action in Bellevue 
organized by 1Sky Wash-
ington.
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By Brendon Cechovic, Voter Education Program Director

It has been almost one year since the Washington Conservation Voters 
Education Fund merged with Washington Environmental Council, creating 
the new WEC Voter Education Program. This year also happened to be the 

biggest election year of my lifetime, providing our staff and volunteers an oppor-
tunity to connect with environmental voters in new and exciting ways. 

We all know that the choices we make in elections have a lasting impact on our 
environment. From the Governor’s office to local city councils, our elected of-
ficials make choices every day that affect the quality of our air, land, and water – 
and ultimately the quality of our lives. An engaged, educated electorate is the key 
to lasting environmental protection in the Pacific Northwest.

Our goal at the Voter Education Program is to identify those who care about 
environmental protection in Washington and engage them in civic action 
through innovation, research, and education. Some of our highlights from 
this exciting year include:
•	 Running a large-scale nonpartisan campaign to elevate the issue of climate 

change in state legislative races across the state;
•	 Empowering the environmental 

community to reach out to their 
members and other environ-
mental voters during the election 
season;

•	 Providing cutting-edge research 
resources to our partners in the 
environmental community;

•	 Directly contacting tens of 
thousands of voters about the 
importance of voting in every 
race on the ballot, and not 
stopping after they voted for 
President; and

•	 Playing an important role in 
the successful No on I-985 
and Yes on Sound Transit bal-
lot measure campaigns.

Moving forward, we’ll use tools 
that we’ve developed during the 
election season to build momen-
tum for the 2009 Environmental 
Priorities. We will also continue 
to build the capacity of the envi-
ronmental movement in Wash-
ington by working to engage 
the public in our fight for last-
ing environmental protection. 
For more information, visit 
our website at www.wecpro-
tects.org/voter-education.

Engaging Environmental Voters

Mailer sent by the Voter 
Education Program on I-985 and Prop. 1. 

Give the gift of a 
healthier planet 
this holiday 
season!

What do your friends and fam-
ily want this year? Another 
thingamajig to collect dust in 

the corner or the knowledge that they have 
helped bring our state one step closer to 
environmental sustainability? WEC’s work 
affects every aspect of our society – our 
health, our economy, and the way we enjoy 

the quality of life in our 
beautiful state. This year, 
many people are choos-
ing to make their holi-
day giving really count 
– what could be more 
cherished than the gift of 
a healthier planet?

New: when you give a 
gift to WEC in honor of a 
friend, family member or 
colleague, that person will 
receive a gift card from 
WEC explaining the gift 
(excluding amount).   

Mention the honoree when 
you give online at www.
wecprotects.org or call our 
Membership Associate, Da-
vid Gorton at 206.631.2608 
for more information.
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WEC’s 40th Anniversary 
Celebration: So They  
Might Soar

Thanks

On November 7, WEC celebrated our 40th 
Anniversary. Over 500 of our closest friends 
and supporters from the past 40 years gathered 

at The Westin Hotel in downtown Seattle. Thanks to 
generosity of those who attended, we exceeded our 
fundraising goal – over $150,000 net raised for WEC 
programs! 

The evening began with energized conversation, 
delicious cocktails and our best-ever silent auction. Even 
though people had lots to talk about – whether the events 
of election week or the past 40 years – the silent auction 
rooms were teeming with energy. The bidding was fierce, 
but friendly, as people competed for weekends around 
Washington, local farms and foods packages, incredible 
nights on the town…and even a teal cruiser bicycle! 
 
During dinner, guests heard from WEC’s Joan Crooks 
and State Lands Commissioner elect Peter Goldmark. 
WEC Board Alums Helen Engle, Marcy Golde, Director 
of the Washington Department of Ecology Jay Manning, 
and others told stories about WEC in the film So They 
Might Soar, created by WEC Board Alumni Kurt 
Guenther. Afterwards, bid numbers were raised high as 
we held a fast-paced live auction of only 10 items! The 
live auction was capped off by an incredibly successful 
Fund WEC paddle raise, sponsored in part by our 
supporters at Cascadia Law Group and Safeco Insurance 
Foundation. 

At the end of the paddle raise, WEC Board President 
Rod Brown accepted a generous Board Alumni Gift, 
supported by 40 years worth of Board Members who 
have helped shape WEC into what it is today. Rod Brown 
also introduced former Governor Dan Evans, who 
presented our first Founder’s Award to Joan Thomas, 
who, after words of inspiration, invited all former 
board and staff on stage with her to celebrate 40 years 
of success! Not ready to call it a night just then, guests 
finished the evening off by dancing with friends, old and 
new, to music by the Paul Jensen Band.

All photos of the 40th Anniversary Celebration 
by David Adam Edelstein
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Sustainer Sponsors

Clear Channel

Magnusson-Klemencic  
Associates

Riddell Williams P.S.

The Tagney-Jones Family Fund 
at The Seattle Foundation

Turner Construction Company

40th Anniversary Sponsors
Presenting Sponsors

Champion Sponsor 

Supporting Sponsors

Bricklin Newman Dold, LLP

Cedar Grove Composting, Inc

Dan Evans Consulting

The Donnelly-Gray Group at 
Smith Barney

Emerald Services, Inc

Foster Pepper PLLC

Gendler & Mann, LLP

Horizon Wind Energy

Joe Ryan & Lee Nelson

Mithun

Perkins+Will

Puget Sound Energy

Seattle City Light

SkanskaThanks
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Burke Museum
Buty Winery
Cactus
Caffé Ladro
Cameron Catering
Tim Carlander
Cascadia Green Building Council
Chefshop.com
Cherry Street Coffee House
Choice Bulb Farms
Choice Organic Teas
Christian Sinderman
Clayton Burrows
Cliffside Orchard
Clover Toys
Coleman
Crown S. Ranch
Crystal Mountain
Crystal Seas Kayaking
David Adam Edelstein
Deborah Schulte
Deli Llama Wilderness Adventures
Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley
Dragon’s Toy Box
E - The Environmental Magazine
East West Bookshop
Ed Alto
Ed Newbold
Elizabeth Davis
Ellen Bynum & Stewart Toshach
Elliott Bay Book Company
Estella Leopold
Euro Institute of Skin Care
Fair Indigo
Fifth Avenue Dance Studio
Flying Apron Bakery
Flying Fish
Fremont Healing Arts
Friends of Skagit Valley
Friends of the Columbia Gorge
Frye Art Museum 
Full Circle Farm
Fuzzy Buddy’s Dog Daycare
Gallery Concerts
Gene Stout
Glass Eye Studio
Go Go Green Garden
Greenboatstuff.com
Greenovations
GreenWorks Realty
Grounds for Change
Growing Washington
Hands On Children’s Museum
Hay Canyon Ranch
Healthy Aging Organics, Inc.
Henry Art Gallery
Hoh River Trust
Hoodsport Winery
Howard Choder
Ian Hewitt-Woods Design

Icicle Outfitters & Guide, Inc.
International Jewelers
Intiman Theatre
IslandWood
Ivar’s
James F. Housel
JanSport Inc.
Jay Manning
Jim & Jean Kunz
Jim Timmons
Joan Crooks and Don Davies
Joan Thomas
John L. Wright
Juniper
Kathe and Greg Fowler
Kelly Drake
Kent Valley Ice Centre
Kiehl’s Since 1851
Kurt Guenther
La Conner Country Inn
Lane-McHugh Family
Laura Ormsby
Linda’s Tavern
Lisa Wakida
Live to Surf
Lora Brown
Louis Carbonneau
Lucie Huang
lululemon athletica
Lynn Bahrych
Lynnwood Bowl and Skate
Lynnwood Ice Center
Macrina Bakery and Café
Majestic Bay Theatre
Martha Kongsgaard and Peter 

Goldman
Matthew Patton
Maven Maids
Maya Whole Health
McCarthy & Schiering Wine 

Merchants
McKinnon Furniture
McMenamins
Metsker Maps
Mighty O Donuts
Mode Organic Salon
Mount Rainier Guest Services
Mountaineers
Museum of History and Industry
Nanao Schaefer
New Roots Organics
Newground Social Investment
Northwest Bloom
Northwest Chamber Chorus
Northwest Flower and Garden 

Show
Northwest Outdoor Center
Northwest School of Animal  

Massage
Northwest Trek

Northwest Wilderness Programs
Olivar
On The Boards
Organic Valley Family of Farms
Orvis
Pacific Northwest Float Trips
Pacific Science Center
Passport Unlimited
Patagonia
Paul Nickels & Hannah Ahmed
Peet’s Coffee and Tea
Pike Brewing Company
Pilates Northwest
Plumpjack Group
Polly Dyer
Portage Bay Goods
Puget Sound Energy
Raymark Plumbing & Sewer
Redhook Brewery
Restaurant Le Gourmand
Ride the Ducks
Roche Harbor Resort
Rocky Mountain Chocolate 

Factory
Rosebriar Gardens & Design
Rover’s Restaurant
Salon Divas
Scarecrow Video
Sealandsend.net
SealLine
Seattle Art Museum
Seattle Arts and Lectures Series
Seattle Building Salvage
Seattle Fire Department
Seattle Mariners
Seattle Seahawks
Seattle Sound
Seattle Symphony
Seattle Tilth Association
Seven Hills Winery
Shakti Vinyasa West
SolaRichard
Sorensen’s
Sorrento Hotel
Sound Mind & Body Gym
Spud! Pioneer Organics
Squaw Valley USA
Starbucks Coffee Company
Stephen Durkee, Jr.
Steve Haas & Dinah Coops
Stevens Pass
Stone Gardens Climbers Gym
Studio Evolve
Super Jock n Jill
Teatro Zinzanni
Ten Mercer
The Four Swallows Restaurant
The Herbfarm
The Inn at Cannon Beach
The Museum of Flight

Auction Donors

A big thank you to all of the 
individuals and businesses who 
helped to make this our best auc-
tion ever. When possible, please 
patronize these businesses and 
thank them for supporting WEC.
94 Stewart
AAA of Washington
Advent Print Resources
Agua Verde Paddle Club & Café
Akerlind-Bonde Family
Alexis Huseby
Alpine Ascents
Alpine Hut
American Alpine Institute
American Dance Institute
Ananda
Anthony’s Restaurants 
Arbutus Winery
Argosy Cruises
Arthur Murray Dance School
Aubrey Organics
Audubon Nature Store
Baby Diaper Service
Bainbridge Island Vineyards & 

Winery
Balabuste Catering
Bamboo Hardwoods
Bardessono Inn and Spa
Beecher’s Handmade Cheese
Bella Luz
Bella Vita Salon & Spa
Big 5 Sporting Goods
Big Picture
Big Winds
Bikeworks
Bill Donnelly
Blue Ribbon Cooking & Culinary 

Center
Blue Sky Outfitters
Boistfort Valley Farms
Bon Vivant School of Cooking
Rod Brown
Brown Bear Car Wash

Contributing Sponsors

Art Wolfe

Bedrock Industries

Clifford Traisman & Associates

Dick Boushey

Donnelly-Austin Photography

Law Offices of Lora L. Brown

Outdoor Research

Ziontz, Chestnut, Varnell, 
Berley & Slonim
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Table Captains
Dee Arntz
John Arum
Lynn Bahrych
Cy Berryman
Jabe Blumenthal
The Brainerd Foundation
Rod Brown
Dan Cantrell
Cascadia Law Group
Bill Donnelly
John Edwards
Aaron & Susan Fairchild
Hilary Franz & Edward Mahlum
Kurt Fritts
Tom Geiger & Aiko Schaefer
Gendler & Mann, LLP
Marcy & Hellmut Golde
Peter & Beth Golde
Peter Goldman
Joanna Grist
GuentherMedia.com
Janice & Tom Huseby
Becky Kelley & David Adam 

Edelstein 
Amy & John Kober
Magnusson Klemencic Associates
Kathy Malley & Mark Johnson
Jay Manning
Michael Mayer & Julie Brof
Doug & Judy McBroom

Volunteers
Sandy Alto
Anna Birinyi
Grant Blume
Kirsten Blume
Shane Brady
Frances Bresnahan
Nathaniel Brown
Candy Castellanos
Tim Cartwight
Mike Cechovic
Frances Chu
Kate Collins
Andrea Cuccaro
Melissa Falkin
Margaret Hennings

The Pink Door
Tillicum Village
Tiny’s Organic
Todo Bien! Wellness Center
Top Ten Toys
Tofino Sea Kayaking Company
Tom and Janice Huseby & Family
Tom Fox
Tony Peacock
Top Ten Toys
Tully’s Coffee
Tyrone and Hubie Townsend
Underground Tour
Utilikilt
W Seattle Hotel
West Wines 
Whidbey Institute
Whidbey Island Vineyard & 

Winery
Whole Life Yoga
Wide World Books
Wild Ginger
Wolf Haven International
Yuen Lui Studios, Inc.
Zipcar

Mo McBroom
Mithun
Patrick Neville
Claudia Newman
Tony & Ann Peacock
Lisa Pelly
Puget Sound Energy
Joe Ryan & Lee Nelson
Christian Sinderman
The Nature Conservancy
Joan Thomas
Tyrone Noble Townsend
Clifford Traisman

Ian Hewitt-Woods 
Ellie Humphries
Antonia Jindrich
Witold Krassowski
Dara Kvamme
Eliza Lagerquist
Josh Machniak
Bobby McHugh
Shannon Murphy
Sudha Nandagopal
Megan Neely
Susan O’Neil
Justin Rolfe-Redding
Malia Roth
Deborah Schulte
Lee Smith
Daniel Stonington
Jessica Tweedy
Bethany Van Etten
Mike Waggoner
Laura Wojcicki

Special Thanks
To incredible event intern 
Stephanie Beechem!

Special thanks to Guenther-
media.com and Ian Devier for 
creating the film So They Might 
Soar and Howie Choder for 
again serving as our auctioneer.
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Adam Berger 
Arthur Grunbaum
Bill Booth
Brenda Padgham McMurray 
Claude Sappington 
Dan Cantrell
Danielle Wand-Dixon 
Dave Bricklin 
Dee Arntz 
Dee Boersma 

The current and past presidents of the WEC Board of Directors gathered this spring at Executive Director Joan Crooks’s house.

Kevin Ranker 
Larry Harris 
LeeAnne Beres 
Lisa Lombardi
Lora Brown 
Lynn Bahrych 
Marcy Golde 
Marilyn Fite 
Martha Kongsgaard 
Mike Galvin

Mike Ruby 
Roger Leed 
Sheri Tonn 
Stan Cecil 
Steve Whitney 
Tom Brucker 
Vincent Larson 
Virginia Gunby

Thank you to the former board members who contributed to the Board Alumni Gift totaling $13,000.

Diane Schwickerath 
Doug Raff 
Elizabeth Davis 
Frank Stowell
Fred Hudson 
     In memory of George Hudson
Hal Lindstrom 
Janet Chalupnik 
Joan Thomas 
John McGlenn 

WEC’s 40th Anniversary: What people are saying

I first became involved with WEC after reading a newspaper article about the Local Farms – Healthy 
Kids campaign. As a parent of two daughters, I had been working in Port Angeles to bring locally-
grown food to our schools and was thrilled to learn that WEC was working to make this a reality 

for kids across Washington.

Working with WEC on this campaign was a totally inspiring and rewarding experience. Participating 
in the Legislative Workshop gave me the opportunity to see first-hand how organized, competent, and 
dedicated WEC and the other coalition partners were in achieving their environmental priorities. This 
experience inspired me to head back to my 
community to seek support for the Local 
Farms – Healthy Kids bill from parents, 
teachers, and our school board. It also 
inspired me to visit Olympia and lobby my 
legislators directly. Of course the fact that 
the legislation passed was very rewarding, 
but perhaps more rewarding still, was my 
renewed sense of hope and the belief that 
each one of us really can make a difference.

— Beth Loveridge, Port Angeles, WA

To read our entire 40th Anniversary book with more stories like Beth’s, 
please visit www.wecprotects.org. 
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Founder’s Award Winner:
As Washington Envi-

ronmental Council 
celebrated our 40th 

Anniversary, we honored 
someone who has been 
there for every step of the 
way: Joan Thomas.

Joan has provided leadership on environmental and conservation 
issues at the state and local level for more than forty years. Joan 
was one of the founders of WEC, served as president from 1972-
1974, and served as a WEC board member in each of our first four 
decades.

When you think about the laws that form the bedrock of our 
state’s environmental protection, you can make a safe assumption 
Joan was involved in getting them passed. She worked on policies 
such as the Water Resources Act, the State Environmental Policy 
Act, and the Shoreline Management Act, which set a precedent 
for shoreline protection in the 
country.

At WEC, she served as a men-
tor to our present executive di-
rector, Joan Crooks. Her tireless 
energy and passion for work-
ing to protect Washington’s 
environment is reflected in the 

Joan Thomas
work WEC continues to do.

A trailblazer in many ways, 
Joan helped break the glass 
ceiling in our state Department 
of Ecology, when she served 
as head of the Water Quality 
Division in the mid 1980s. She 

currently serves on the Washington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission and has twice served as the Commission’s chair.

Joan is a long-time member (and past president) of the League of 
Women Voters. She helped found Earthshare of Washington and 
was a founding board member of the Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Coalition.

Joan sees the big picture. She cares how the water issues affect 
farmers, fish, and families. She cares how timber issues impact 
both rural communities and our forests. She wants the solutions 
we work towards on climate change to be the best ones possible 

for our kids. Above all, she 
works to find the right path to 
set Washington’s future on the 
best course.

Joan, we at WEC are honored 
you are part of our family.  
Thank you.

Joan Thomas (right) and family.

When you think about the laws that form 
the bedrock of our state’s environmental 

protection, you can make a safe assumption 
Joan was involved in getting them passed.
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Dee Arntz’s longtime passion for environ-
mental protection began in earnest when 
she and her husband Bill moved to Seattle 

in 1987. As a volunteer for the Seattle Aquarium 
and the Seattle Audubon, she became fascinated by 
wetlands and their role in environmental protection. 
So fascinated, in fact that she earned a certificate in 
Wetlands and Science Management from the Uni-
versity of Washington and co-founded the Washing-
ton Wetlands Network, a program that has served as 
a model nationwide and deserves a huge amount of 

Meet Dee Arntz –  
Longtime WEC Friend
By Tarrell Wright, Development Director

“Seattle is so accessible, such a fertile place for getting involved 
and making a difference.  For me, to be able to work with all 
these fine people in the environmental movement is like heaven 
on earth – extremely exciting!” 

credit for bringing the importance of wetlands into 
public consciousness.

“Wetlands are really a flashpoint.  They are where 
life begins.  And they bring together so many differ-
ent people – scientists, federal and local governments, 
activists.”  

Dee joined the Washington Environmental Council 
Board in the 1990s, volunteering on the Develop-
ment Committee and participating in the organi-
zation’s first long-term strategic plan. She and her 
husband remain two of our most loyal friends and 
supporters, always present at our events and willing 
to spread the word about WEC.

“I give to WEC because they are a great leader in the 
movement. They are inclusive and incredibly effective. 
The legislature looks to WEC for leadership, clarity, 
and organization. They get the job done!”

It’s an appreciation that goes both ways. WEC 
Executive Director Joan Crooks says, “Dee is just 
delightful – so smart and passionate about this work.  
It’s an inspiration.”

Dee is currently working on a book entitled:  The 
Great Women of the Environmental Movement which 
features passages on Joan Thomas, past president 
and one of WEC’s founders, and current Executive 
Director Joan Crooks.  

Consider a gift to WEC  
when planning your estate

Leaving a will ensures that you, not the government, decide how and to 
whom your estate will be distributed. You can designate your estate to 

go to your heirs, a charity, or both. A will that includes contributions to a 
charity can possibly lower the taxes your heirs will pay.

When planning your estate, please consider Washington Environmental 
Council. Bequesting part of your estate to our tax-deductible organization 
not only offers tax relief to your heirs, it is also a great way to make sure 
that an organization you care about will thrive well into the future. To in-
clude WEC in your will, please consult your attorney or financial advisor 
or contact Tarrell Wright, Development Director, at 206.631.2640.

Gothic Basin.  
Photo by Kerri Cechovic
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Power Trip Energy employees

1Sky Washington Partner Profile:  
Power Trip Energy Corporation
By Andrea Cuccaro, 1Sky Washington Organizer

This election season, many exciting new 
partner organizations and businesses joined 
the 1Sky Washington coalition. Together 

we worked to show our state legislative candidates 
that curbing climate change and building the green 
economy are top priorities for citizens, faith groups, 
farmers, and clean energy business leaders. 

As part of the campaign, we worked to involve and 
engage voters in non-partisan ways around climate 
change. Volunteers attended candidate forums, 
wrote letters to the editor, and rallied for green jobs.

One of our most effective and involved partners is 
Power Trip Energy Corporation. Power Trip is a 
locally-owned company based in Port Townsend, 
which works all over the Kitsap and Olympic Pen-
insulas to install solar energy systems for residents 
and businesses. 

“I think we are an example of the new clean energy 
economy and we support every effort to create op-
portunities to bring and keep investment dollars in 
our state,” said Jeff Randall of Power Trip.

Employees of Power Trip joined our staff and other 
1Sky Washington partners at candidate forums 
to ask state legislative candidates about how they 
plan to lead our state on meeting the challenge on 
climate change. Jeff and Power Trip Energy Presi-
dent Andy Cochrane also led a tour of their solar 
business for Representative Kevin Van De Wege 
and provided Senator Phil Rockefeller a view of 
a  residential PV system being installed in Kingston. 

Power Trip is a great example of how we can take 
charge of our energy future locally through clean 
and green sources, while creating jobs that stay here 
in Washington. We look forward to continuing to 
partner with them as we work to advance smart 
climate policy. 

For more information on Power Trip, go to www.
powertripenergy.com. If you’d like to get involved 
with 1Sky Washington, go to www.1skywashington.
com. 

1Sky Washington is a campaign led by Washington 
Environmental Council and Climate Solutions working 
with partners across the state to pass strong policies 

to reduce global warming pollution, decrease our 
dependence on fossil fuels, and transition Washington 

to a clean energy economy.

Thank you Tom and Michael
Two members of the WEC team, long-time Communications & Outreach Director Tom Geiger and Legal Director Michael 

Mayer, have left for exciting new opportunities. Tom is now the Communications Director at United Food and Commercial 
Workers International Local 21 and Michael has rejoined Earthjustice, working on fending off offshore drilling. We wish them the 
best of luck and thank them for the fantastic work they did for WEC!  

Power Trip is a great example of how we 
can take charge of our energy future locally 
through clean and green sources, while creating 
jobs that stay here in Washington
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Washington Environmental Council protects what Washingtonians care about — our land and water, fish and wildlife, 

and our special way of life. We engage citizens and decision makers to improve and enforce protections for the 

health and well-being of our communities. Our work ensures that we will all enjoy natural areas, clean air and clean water 

for generations to come.
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Help Pass the 2009 Environmental Priorities
Environmental Priorities Coalition Legislative 
Workshop in Seattle
When:  Saturday, January 10th, 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Where:  Seattle Pacific University, Gwinn Room

To register go to www.wecprotects.org. 

At the Legislative Workshop, join the state’s leading conservation 
groups to get up-to-speed and ready for the upcoming session. 
Hear from legislators, environmental leaders, and advocates on 
how to get involved.

Participants at the 2008 Legislative Workshop talk with Futurewise’s April Putney. Photo by Janine Gates 	

Environmental Priorities Coalition Lobby Day  
in Olympia
When:  Thursday, February 19th all day
Where:  United Churches, 110 East 11th Avenue

To register go to www.pugetsound.org. 

Lobby Day is an all-day event attended by hundreds of people 
like you from around the state, featuring face-to-face meetings 
with legislators, lobbying training, issue briefings, keynote speak-
ers, and a reception in the evening.


